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1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues

1.1

1.2

The Audit and Risk Panel is constituted as a working group of the Strategic Policy and 

Resources Committee.  The purpose of the Panel is to provide an independent assurance 

on the adequacy of the Council’s risk management framework and associated control 

environment.  The Panel also oversees the Council’s financial reporting process.  

The purpose of this report is to provide a brief summary to Committee of the key issues 

that have been considered and discussed by the Panel at its September 2016 meeting and 

present the detailed minutes for approval.

2.0 Recommendations

2.1 The Committee is asked to: 

 Approve the minutes of the Audit & Risk Panel meeting of 13 September 2016 and 

note the key issues arising from the meeting.

X

X



3.0 Main report

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Audited Financial Statements 2015/16 and Draft Report to those charged with 
Governance
Following recent reform of financial reporting deadlines, September is now a key date in 

the financial reporting calendar in that the audit of the financial statements of the previous 

year must be reported to Committee during this month.  The Audit & Risk Panel therefore 

received the detailed financial statements and the results of the NIAO’s audit of these 

statements (a separate report on the financial statements has been provided to the 

Strategic Policy & Resources Committee).

The Panel was also advised that the Local Government Auditor had issued, in draft format, 

her ‘Report to those Charged with Governance for 2015/2016’ which summarised the 

system/control issues arising from the Northern Ireland Audit Office’s audit of the Council’s 

financial statements. The NIAO Director indicated that the audit had been largely completed 

and that it was anticipated that the Local Government Auditor would certify the Council’s 

statements with an “unqualified opinion”.  She had identified three ‘Priority 2’ 

recommendations from her audit work and management would now review and respond to 

the recommendations and report back to the next meeting of the Panel on proposed action.

Audit, Governance and Risk Services
AGRS reported on a number of completed audits including audits relating to planning, leisure 

partnership, off-street parking and property maintenance.  Updates were also provided on 

work completed at Belfast City Centre Management and Visit Belfast. Updates were also 

provided in relation to risk management, investigations and the National Fraud Initiative. 

Other
The Panel re-elected the Chair in accordance with the new protocol for chairing of working 

groups.  It also received updates on absence management and corporate health and safety.  

Minor changes to the terms of reference for the Panel were also agreed, to now formally 

include receiving and reviewing information regarding the Council’s performance framework 

and related NIAO audit reports on this area.

Financial & Resource Implications

None 

Equality & Good Relations Implications

None 



4.0 Appendices

4.1 Appendix 1 – Minutes of Audit and Risk Panel 13 September 2016 


